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PRESS RELEASE

February 9, 2005.

To:
ICCF affiliated National Federations
ICCF Officials


Dear friends,

The International Correspondence Chess Federation (ICCF) is glad to announce that Correspondence Chess Grandmaster Joop J. van Oosterom (Netherlands) has become the 18th World Champion!

With two draws in his final games, Grandmaster Joop J. van Oosterom (Netherlands) has ended his participation in World Championship Final 18 with a score of 11 points in 14 games (8 wins, 6 draws, undefeated) and his score cannot be equalled or surpassed, therefore becoming the 18th World Champion.

GM van Oosterom is currently the top player in ICCF's ELO ranking, with 2754 points. He was granted the Grandmaster title in 1993.
Based on his most recent results, his expected ELO for the next period (valid as from April 1, 2005) is 2773, which would put him on the historical top place, above GM Hans Berliner (USA) with 2765 points.

Prior to his success in World Championship Final 18, GM van Oosterom had already participated in several top correspondence chess events.

The first big success was becoming Dutch CC Champion in Final 9 (1980-81) with 12.5 points in 14 games. In the Dutch Championship Final 10 (1981-82) he shared second place with Kier Nienhuis, whilst Gert-Jan Timmerman won the event.

In 1982 he finished in third place in a Semifinal section of World Championship 14 (11.5 points in 16 games). Two disappointing results followed: 8th place in the Dutch event Volmac A which he had sponsored (6.5 points in 14 games) and 10th place in a Semifinal section of World Championship 16 (6.5 points in 14 games).
However, he soon returned to his level by finishing first in a Candidates section of World Championship 14 (11.5 points in 14 games). This result allowed him to participate in one World Championship Final.

In 1988, he defended the Dutch board 1 in the European Team Championship Final 3, with a final result of 5.5 points in 8 games.

During 1991-94, he took second place in the Dutch event NBC 25 years, with 16 points in 20 games (first place went to GM Gert-Jan Timmerman with 17.5 points).

In 1992 he defended board 2 for the Dutch team in Olympiad Final 11, and although the team had a disappointing result, Mr. van Oosterom had a great result with 10 points in 12 games.

In 1994, Mr. van Oosterom sponsored the first ICCF Fax events, with two International Invitational sections (Section A won by Tero Kokkila of Finland, section B won by Klaus Engel of Germany). In the same year, he was ready to start playing in World Championship Final 14, but he withdrew due to a sudden illness and deferred his right to Final 15.

From 1995 to 1999 he achieved third place in the Norwegian event NPSF 50 years, behind GM Ulf Andersson's debut in correspondence chess (11.5 points in 14 games) and, once again, GM Timmerman with 11 points.

In 1996, GM van Oosterom participated in a very strong World Championship Final 15, where he shared second place with GMs Poulsen (Denmark) and Gottardi (Switzerland) all with 11 points: the winner of the event was GM Timmerman with 12 points in 15 games.

From 1998 to 2001, he participated in the Danish event Korning Memorial, sharing first place with OTB GM Curt Hansen (11.5 points in 14 games).

During 1999 to 2001, the Dutch event Millennium E-Mail Chess Tournament was organised for 6 top players in the ICCF Rating list: GM van Oosterom took third place, behind GMs Elwert (Germany) and Tarnowiecki (Austria), but ahead of GM Ulf Andersson (Sweden) and his usual rival GM Timmerman (Netherlands). Once again, he sponsored this event.

During 2002 to 2004, GM van Oosterom participated (and sponsored) the event ICCF 50 years Jubilee – Elite GM Tournament to celebrate the first 50 years of the International Correspondence Chess Federation. He shared first place with GM Elwert (10 points in 14 games).

Currently, he is playing in second board of the Dutch team in Olympiad 15 Preliminaries, where the Dutch team is comfortably leading their section and have already qualified for the Final to be started during 2005. He is also board 2 in the match Russia vs. Rest of the World (64 boards).

Besides his Correspondence Chess activities, Mr. Van Oosterom is also known as a generous sponsor of OTB chess events, such as the Melody Amber events (to celebrate his first daughters' birthday) which mix blindfold and blitz games, the "Ladies vs. Veterans" chess events, and a billiards event to celebrate his second daughters' birthday.

Please find attached a CB file with the 14 games played by GM van Oosterom in World Championship Final 18, plus some prior games in his extensive and illustrious CC career.

Best regards,
Amici sumus,

Pedro F. Hegoburu
ICCF Membership & Services Director
ICCF Acting World Tournaments Director

Sources:
- ICCF GOLD book (ICCF 2002, editor: Pedro F. Hegoburu)
- Chess Mail magazine 3/2004 (editor: Tim Harding)


