The 40th ICCF Congress in Järvenpää, Finland, August 2011 - ICCF-US Secretary's Report

The highlight of every Congress is presentation of titles and awards. It was a great honor to accept the GM Title for Stephen Ham, only the eleventh GM in ICCF-US history. David Myers received the SIM title. The IM title was awarded to Carl Sieffring.  I was also honored to accept the Bertl von Massow award for ten years of service to ICCF, awarded to Eugen Demian of Canada.
A small change in the rating system will be noticed by players beginning the first of the year.  Rating change will be based either on opponent’s initial rating, or rating at the time game is finished, whichever is higher.  Ratings Commissioner Gerhard Binder analyzed ratings for the last ten years, and found ratings deflation of about 40 points.  The new procedure will eliminate the deflation.   Also for tournaments starting in 2012 most wins will be the first tiebreaker, no longer S/B.
A significant move for ICCF is to become registered as a legal entity, in Switzerland.  This will head off legal concerns about where income is coming from and where it is going.  

Champions League and Interzonal teams will now receive silver and bronze medals for player on 2nd and 3rd place teams.  Among many tournaments approved were the Walter Muir Memorial, an invitational sponsored by ICCF-US, with a prize fund.  A Friendly Match sponsored by Poland is open to all players, no entry fee; see the Witold’s Friends – Rest of the World on the server page.

The site selected for the 2012 is South Africa, a resort about 100 miles east of Pretoria. More information will be available when the 2011 Congress minutes are posted on the ICCF server in the next couple of weeks.  Both ICCF and ICCF-US remain in good financial condition.
Photos from the Congress are at http://www.shakki.net/liitot/skl/iccf_2011_congress.html, click Photos on the right.
Corky Schakel, ICCF-US Secretary

